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thicker — about 20 to 4{] miles (35 to 70 km) thick — and usually older than oceanic
miles (7 to 10 km) thick. All the plates have names, usually referring to landmasses,
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The border between two tectonic plates is called a boundary. All the tectonic plates are constantly moving —
very slowly — around the planet, but in many different directions. Some are moving toward each other, some are
maoving apart, and some are sliding past each other. Because of these differences, tectonic plate boundaries are
grouped into three main types.

A convergent boundary occurs A divergent boundary marks A transform boundary
where two plates are pushing two plates that are moving occurs where two plates Ml-cogle Earth
toward each other. apart from each other. slide bast each other. A
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A convergent boundary occurs
where two plates are pushing
toward each other.
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Examples of convergent
boundaries include:

* the boundary between the
Eurasian Plate and the
Indian Plate at the
Himalayas

s the boundary between the
Nozca Plate and the South
American Plate along the
west coast of South America
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A divergent boundary marks
two plates that are moving
apart from each other.

A transform boundary
occurs where two plates
slide past each other.
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Example vergent
boundaries include:

s the boundary between the
African Plate and the Arabian
Plate in the Red Sea

s the boundary between the
Pacific and Antarctic Plates

& the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, made
up of the boundary between the
North American and Eurasian
Plates in the North Atlamtic,
crossing Iceland, and the
South American and the African
Plates in the South Atlantic

Examples of transform
boundaries include:

= the boundary between the
Pacific Plate and the
Australian Plote, crossing
New Zealand

e the boundary between the
Pacific Plate and the North
American Plate in California

Use the map below to see where the three different types of plate boundaries are found

throughout the world.
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